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MESSAGE FROM: Greg Schmidt, CCSUA Chairman, SUP 
Regional Advisor 
 

Hello Everyone and Happy New Year! 

 

This year will be the 11th year for CCSUA, my how time flies. The future is bright and we 

will continue our commitment to umpire training.  

 

We had a tremendous number of Fall Ball games available this year to help you tune up 

for the new season. I hope you had the opportunity to take advantage of these games. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone at our January meetings in the South on the 11h and 

in the North on the 18th. 

 

See you then! 

 

Greg Schmidt 

CCSUA Chairman 

NCAA Softball Regional Advisor 

West/Pacific Region 
818-400-9453 
rrbluegreg@verizon.net 

MESSAGE FROM: SUP National Coordinator Staff 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 

NCAA Registration opened December 1st.  As a reminder, when you register you will 

receive the new CCA Manual and the current Rules book. This year the cost is tiered, 

Division I is $125 and Divisions II and III are $110. 

 

Registration will allow you access to the annual NCAA online pre-season Rules test, 

web-based video delivery, Rule interpretations and current educational material from the 

NCAA. 

 

The Rules test opened January 5th and closes February 13, 2015, 12:00 a.m., EASTERN 

http://www.arbitersports.com/
http://www.arbitersports.com/
http://sup.arbitersports.com/Groups/104484/Library/files/NCAA_Approved_Softball_Bat_List.pdf
http://sup.arbitersports.com/Groups/104484/Library/files/NCAA_Approved_Softball_Bat_List.pdf
mailto:rrbluegreg@verizon.net
mailto:rrbluegreg@verizon.net
mailto:bennettjoh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kelie.sturgis@att.net
mailto:kelie.sturgis@att.net
mailto:bennettjoh@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rrbluegreg@verizon.net
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STANDARD TIME. By registering, taking and passing the test you will become qualified 

for potential post-season assignments, if available. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 
 

Greg Schmidt 
NCAA Softball Regional Advisor 

West/Pacific Region 

818-400-9453 

rrbluegreg@verizon.net 

 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE ASSIGNORS!!!!!! 
 
THE FIRST..SECOND..THIRD IMPRESSIONS….. 

.... coaches have of you is seeing you at a game. Then they see your work. Then they go 

to Arbiter to do a game report and your picture pops up in the report.   

 

If they had any thoughts of rating you based on performance, your picture could change 

their mind or possibly increase the adjectives they use in the report. Some of you have 

pictures that don’t show who the "real you are" - or perhaps it does?  

 

Professionals use pictures that display their best look. If you work multiple sports, then 

change the picture for the season if you feel they must see you in a uniform. Coaches 

from softball don't care that you work football. 

 

Don't give coaches a chance to use extra adjectives in a game report. Make them think 

twice about your dedication to their game, as they think through the game report 

questions. 

 

I once asked a volleyball referee to change his picture on the Arbiter -- he was attending a 

professional chef's cooking school and had put a picture of himself in the kitchen making 

a crazy face and wielding a chopping knife in front of his face.  If a coach didn't like 

some of his calls in the contest the night before, she certainly would use some stronger 

adjectives after seeing that picture. 

 

You may like to show us all your vacation or family photos, but don't give a coach any 

reason to have an impression of you or your lifestyle.   

mailto:rrbluegreg@verizon.net
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You might say "It doesn't matter."  Ok - so when an Assignor in any college sport sees 

your lack of attention to detail, you are probably on their "need to keep his/her exposure 

low" list. 

 

Remember, the less said, the better.....a picture speaks also. 

 

YOUR ASSIGNORS….. Joanne, Terry, Jim, Rich 

ASSIGNORS and TRAINING STAFF INFORMATION! 
 

From the Assignors 

NCAA REGISTRATION 

The National Coordinator opened registration in early December. Your Welcome Packet 

should be mailed right away and will include a Rules book and CCA Manual.  If you don’t 

receive it within 2 weeks, you need to contact Arbiter to ask the status.  

There is a new digital CCA Manual app for all registered softball umpires. You must get an 

iTunes account from the iTunes Store or get a Google Play account to obtain from Google 

Play. You can put the CCA App on your smartphone or iPad/Tablet and have the mechanics 

manual handy anytime for reference. 

On the NCAA Central Hub, you can now utilize the searchable rules database, interpretations 

& video training segments.  Review your rules/mechanics to prepare for the season. 

Check your uniforms to see if you will “wear them well” – or do you need to update any part 

of your uniforms or equipment to demonstrate that “first look” impression. 

NATIONAL NCAA TEST 

To qualify for post season consideration, you must pass the test with a score of 90% or better.  

The test OPENS JANUARY 5 and CLOSES FEBRUARY 13 

It closes 11:59 Eastern Standard Time……If you are waiting until the last day to do the test, 

NOT! 

Don’t take the chance as something could happen to limit your time. 

GAME ASSIGNMENTS 

Division-1 and 2 assignments are completed.  GSAC assignments are completed (stay 

tuned for further information re: NAIA).  Division-3 is being finished up in Southern 

California and will be published shortly. Community College in Northern California is 

finished…..We began publishing the Southern California Community College games on 



CCSUA Newsletter Page 4 
 

January 1st. 

The Arbiter filters have not been working properly for the past 3 weeks:  Blocks you put in 

are not sticking…..pictures you upload are not uploading and staying there…… Assignors 

are double-booking officials because it doesn’t show that you are already working 

elsewhere.  So…..  

Please go through all your schedules of all your groups when you get college softball 

assignments.  You may have been double-assigned on dates. Go through ALL YOUR 

GROUPS to check your calendars each week, until we get through this problem timeframe 

with the website. 

YOUR ASSIGNORS….. Joanne, Terry, Jim, Rich 

From CCSUA Training Staff 

NCAA Approved Softball Bat List. A new list was issued on December 8, 2014. You 

can access it on our Locker Room - bottom of the left panel under the Links heading. You 

should consider printing a hard-copy of this list and put it in your equipment bag; also put 

a copy of it on your smart phone or tablet.   

 

The game shall not be started until the bat lists are presented (3.3.4). Since you CANNOT 

declare a No Game, Halted Game, Forfeited Game or No Contest, it behooves you to have 

an extra copy available. Otherwise you may wait a while until one is located.   

 

Once in a while you may encounter a team who does not have its list ready and/or a head 

coach who is not proactively finding the list. If this occurs then in a very polite and 

professional manner you should suggest to the head coach that he/she is accountable for 

presenting the list and the game cannot start until the bats are checked against it. (4.4.1.4).  

 

Uniform/Equipment checkup: Now is the time to do your annual checkup on your 

uniforms and equipment. To assist you with this, review the article on our Locker Room in 

the new Protocols Corner (right panel at the bottom).  

 

Locker Room update:  Check out the recent updates: CCSUA Associate Registration 

Form, the presentation on College 2-umpire mechanics presented at our Fall Clinic, the 

new Protocols Corner and other new articles and videos. The season is quickly 

approaching and you should get into the habit of checking the Locker Room on a regular 

basis. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT CORNER 
 

How people treat you is their Karma, how you treat others is yours…… 

 
Freddie Coleman-ESPN Sports Radio/TV Announcer 
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FOCUS AND PREPARTION 
 

We are one month away from the start of spring season and as the excitement begins are 

you prepared to endure the task that is required to be a professional and above-average 

official? While you may feel you’re ready, right now is a good time to self-evaluate and 

think about where you really are in the following areas: 

 

 Rules and Mechanics knowledge 

 Game Management Skills 

 Physical ability 

 Mental/Endurance ability 

 

If you are unprepared or lack in any of these areas, now is the time to buckle down; start or 

attend a study group; watch video of past games; get a workout routine-eat healthier and 

simulate difficult conversations with coaches, i.e., verbally hold a conversation in which 

you are explaining to the coach a ruling on a difficult obstruction or interference call, 

running lane violation, catch/no-catch, catch and carry, overthrows to dead-ball territory, 

etc. 

 

If you focus on the above areas and prepare now, you won’t be surprised by the elements of 

each game! 

RULES CORNER 
 

It is truly a pleasure to give Kudos to those umpires who consistently read the newsletter 

and research the answers, as well as, new umpires, who have joined our association!  

This past month the Assignors asked for the following information, as they were making 

assignments, so we would like to give Kudos to the following umpires: 

 

Joe Campanella, Russell Crowley, Mark Craver, Dan Cowan, Lyle Dove, Tom Duarte, Pete 

Dufour, Ed Earle, Anthony Garcia, Erik Geierman, Rick Hausvik, Herb Huitt, Richard 

Kaniho, Steve Kayo, Mark Korras, Myrle McLernon, John Miller, John Ratliff, Jason 

Robinson, Steve Rodriguez, Mario Romero, Jeffery Samuels, Martin Vandenberg, Ralph 

Vasquez, Ron Wagner and Steve Wilson. 

 

For both answers you will find on page 17 under Dee's Interpretations, 05/19/14, Question 

#1, A.R. 7.2.1 and A.R. 8.1.1. 

 

1. With base runners on first and second bases and one out, a ground ball is hit to the 

second baseman. She fields the ball and attempts to tag the base runner forced to advance to 

second base. The base runner retreats toward first base and successfully avoids the tag but 

the umpire incorrectly calls the base runner out for backing up. The second baseman 

continues the play by throwing out the batter-runner; inning over. How do you rectify the 

mistake to “get the call right?” 
 

Yes, Rule 15.9.3 does give us the right to rectify our mistakes, but like Dee's 
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interpretation document states sometimes you wait until a coach question’s the call 

and then rectify it (change to the correct call) in hopes that your partner(s) know the 

correct ruling and you do not have to bring out a rule book for a protest.  

 

2. The right fielder moves to shallow left field, the left fielder moves to deep left field and 

right field is left vacant. Does this change need to be reported? 

 

No, this change does not have to be reported, as it is a positioning change only, which is 

allowed under Rule 6.5.4. 

 
In our November Newsletter issue we asked the following question: 

 

With a base runner on first base, the batter bunts the ball in front of home plate. The catcher 

fields the ball and is just about to throw when the plate umpire knocks the ball out of the 

catcher’s hand while pointing to indicate the ball was fair. Is this umpire interference?  

 

We have received an answer from Dee Abrahamson, who stated that this is not umpire 

interference and the ball will remain live and in play. She further stated that she will 

make the correction in her interpretation document within the next month. Thank you all for 

your patience in receiving this answer, now you will never forget it! 

 

This month’s scenarios: 

 

1.  The batter-runner unintentionally kicks the ball that had deflected off the catcher who 

attempted to field a dropped third strike. What is your call? 

 

2.  R2 is called out on a pick-off attempt at 2nd base and the offensive coach questions your 

call requesting that you ask for help. What is your response? 

 

What’s your call and enforcement penalty for these scenarios? Send me an email at 

kelie.sturgis@att.net with your answer and Rule section cited. 

MECHANIC CORNER 
 

If you have received your new CCA Mechanic book, take the time to thoroughly read and 

review sections 1-6, as there important changes that have been addressed, such as: 

 

 Approved Plate Stance 

 Game Management questions and explanations 

 Stretching on the field 

 Managing Ejection 

 Conference Management 

 

As already noted in this newsletter, there is a new app that can be downloaded to your 

smartphones and iPad. Take advantage of this app if you prefer not to carry your CCA 

Mechanic book, as it will come in handy throughout the season. 

 

mailto:kelie.sturgis@att.net
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Knowledge is Power and Experience is the best teacher. 

1.  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

PHOTO CORNER 

 
 

 

Please send pictures to 

John Bennett!! 
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