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Rule 9.1 states “After an out, the defense is allowed to throw the ball around the infield, but then 

must throw the ball directly to the pitcher. A team cannot huddle at the pitcher’s circle or 

elsewhere.” 

 

The purpose and intent of the no huddle defense rule is not to delay the game after an out. If after 

an out a player drops the ball in the pitcher’s glove and gives a quick glove slap before she heads 

back to her position without delaying play, this is legal. Actions that are quick, don’t delay the 

start of the next batter at bat and don’t constitute “meeting on the mound or elsewhere on the field” 

are allowed. 

 

A team may huddle after an out if time is stopped for an injury or a coach to umpire discussion. 

The huddle must end when the umpire indicates that the game is ready to be resumed. 

 

Just as a pitcher cannot throw four illegal pitches to walk a batter (Rule 10.15), a team cannot 

violate the no huddle defense rule to avoid throwing pitches to walk a batter. 

 

After an outstanding defensive play or strikeout, teams may have a quick high five or other 

celebratory action as long as it is immediate and they're ready to go when the next batter gets to 

the plate. The intent of the no huddle defense rule is not to take away the emotional response that 

comes from an outstanding play. 

 

A team may still call a timeout after an out for the catcher to discuss strategy with the pitcher, if 

in the opinion of the plate umpire it is not an obvious tactic to delay the game (Rule 6.11.1.2). The 

plate umpire still must ensure the pace of play and flow of the game in this situation. 

 

The infield may huddle after an error. 

 


